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Local camps offer children diverse activities
By Deb Keiser

With school winding down and summer almost here, parents are beginning to think about how to keep the children busy. 
Day camps, and some nearby sleep-away camps, are a great option with activities that enrich and entertain. Danbury area residents are particularly fortunate since the region is rich with possibilities. Whether your child is into ice skating and baseball or drama and art, there is probably a camp nearby that will satisfy.
 
National Computer Camps, held at Fairfield University, offer residential and day camp programs for ages 8 to 18. “I invented the idea of computer camp and this is our 27th summer,” said Michael Zabinski, executive director, who is also a professor of engineering at the college. The primary focus is to teach computer programming in different languages including Basic and Java, as well as applications such as Photo Shop, 3-D Graphics, Web Animation, Flash, Networking, Power Point, Excel, Music, and also computer hardware. “National Computer Camps’ great point of pride is the large number of returning campers. We have a high rate of re-enrollment because kids don’t get this in school, and so they keep coming back,” Zabinski said. “And it’s important for parents to note that we have a reference list of former campers so parents can talk to parents who have already participated in the program.”
Tuition costs per week (Sunday to Friday): day camp $695 includes lunches and dinners; residential camp $825 includes all meals. Campers may attend several weeks. The curriculum is continuous with no repetition from week to week. During instruction, campers are grouped by background and by age. The camper to staff ratio is six to one. For information, visit www.nccamp.com or call (203) 795-9667.


The Great Hollow Wilderness Camp in New Fairfield for ages 8 to 15, is an adventure from start to finish. Campers work in small groups with experienced wilderness instructors in an exploration of leadership, self-discovery and positive risk-taking. The experience builds day-by-day, drawing upon successes and learning from each event, including a ropes course, climbing, environmental education, swimming and much more. The theater for this experience is an 890-acre wildlife preserve. Christine Mosman, director of the Great Hollow Wilderness School, explains “experiential adventure is the most unique part of Great Hollow. Campers really get to practice their social skills. We create a safe environment for kids to practice taking risks, and this expands their self-worth and teaches them that they are capable of much more than they realize.”
The one-week camp sessions begin July 7 and run through August can cost $275 per week. Great Hollow Wilderness School, in collaboration with the Center for Attention and Related Disorders (CARD), also runs an innovative, therapeutic day camp for children with Attention Deficit Disorder and learning disabilities. The wilderness camp experience will afford participants the opportunity to improve self-esteem, confidence, and conflict resolution skills. For information, call (203)-746-5852 or visit the YMCA Web site that follows. The Great Hollow Wilderness Camp is operated through the Regional YMCA of Western Connecticut, which also offers traditional day camps, travel camps, specialty camps, and best of all, hours that meet the needs of active families. All camps have as a major part of their curriculum the core values every family is committed to those of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. For information visit www.regionalymca.org.

 

